Climate Funding Opportunitiesi
NOTE: These opportunities represent a snapshot of what is currently available (as of July 12, 2012).
Future grant opportunities are contingent upon funding appropriations.

National Scale Opportunities
National Science Foundation
Science, Engineering, and Education for Sustainability (NSF-wide investment area)
The National Science Foundation’s Science, Engineering, and Education for Sustainability (SEES) program
addresses the challenge of building a sustainable future through promoting research and education. SEES is
expected to extend into FY15 with continuing research efforts to include global community sustainability;
sustainable energy; modeling; vulnerability, resilience, and sensitivity to regional change; and public
engagement. Since SEES is a NSF-wide investment area rather than an individual program, applicants are
encouraged to check for updates to the collection of new and existing activities. Programs of interest
include the Climate Change Education Partnership Program (CCEP), as well as the Ocean Acidification (OA)
and the Water Sustainability and Climate (WSC) programs.
Eligibility: Unrestricted
Program Information: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504707
National Science Foundation
Paleo Perspectives on Climate Change program
Funding Opportunity Number: 10-574
The National Science Foundation’s Paleo Perspectives on Climate Change program utilizes key geological,
chemical, and biological records of climate system variability to provide insight rates of change that
characterized the Earth’s historical climate variability, the responses of key Earth system components, and
the sensitivity of the Earth’s climate system to forcing changes. The scientific objectives of this program are
to 1) provide comprehensive paleoclimate data sets that can serve as model test data sets analogous to
instrumental observations; and 2) enable transformative syntheses of paleoclimate data and modeling
outcomes to understand the response of the long-term variability of the Earth’s climate system. The NSF is
expecting to award 35 grants, ranging between $20K and $1 Million.
Eligibility: Unrestricted
Application deadline is 5pm (proposer’s local time) on October 18, 2012
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=p6nzP5tVyVmyQnLJ7GyQG836FQmVR5c1JkRwvQcH
TZ4YM3bgJLL3!712472910?oppId=55215&mode=VIEW
Department of Commerce: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
FY 2012-2013 Broad Agency Announcement (BAA)
Funding Opportunity Number: NOAA-NFA-NFAPO-2012-2003133
The purpose of this notice is to request applications for projects associated with NOAA’s strategic plan and
mission goals. The funded research, projects, or sponsorships must address one or more of the four mission
goals in NOAA’s strategic plan (Climate adaptation and mitigation and responding to climate and its
impacts; Weather-Ready nation – society is prepared for and responds to weather-related events; marine
fisheries, habitats, and biodiversity sustained within healthy and productive ecosystems; and resilient
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coastal communities and economies – environmentally and economically sustainable). Funding
appropriation is dependent on FY 2012, 2013, and 2014 appropriations.
Eligibility: Institutions of higher learning, non-profit organizations, commercial organizations, international
or foreign organizations or governments, individuals, state, local and tribal governments. (Universities with
a NOAA joint or Cooperative Institute (CI) should submit an application through the CI).
Application deadline is 11:59pm Eastern Daylight Time on September 30, 2013
http://www.grants.gov/search/synopsis.do;jsessionid=72TbT8WHVvB1QnwMvs112lnBYmB3F9vMjQrkRJHy
gmnbBW0vw4sV!-408580364
Department of Commerce: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Climate Program Office (CPO)
This summer (2012), NOAA’s Climate Program Office will be releasing a Federal Funding Opportunity
focusing on climate science, assessments, decision support research, outreach, education, and capacity
building. In FY12, approximately $15.5 million in funding was available to support projects focusing on
CPO’s four major programs: 1) Climate Observations and Monitoring, 2) Earth System Science, 3) Modeling,
Analysis, Predictions, and Projections, and 4) Climate and Societal Interactions. Interested applicants should
check back in with CPO’s website for further information regarding this funding opportunity.
CPO grants website: http://www.cpo.noaa.gov/index.jsp?pg=./opportunities/opp_index.jsp&opp=grants
U.S. Department of Interior – Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program
Funding Opportunity Number: F12AS00044
The U.S. FWS’s National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program offers funding to protect and
restore coastal wetlands around the country. Projects can include: 1) acquisition of real property interest in
coastal lands or waters, or 2) restoration, enhancement, or management of coastal wetland ecosystems.
The program information link below lists examples of acceptable projects. The FWS expects that
approximately $17.5 Million will be available for this program in FY13. The maximum federal cost share for
this program is 75% with awards typically ranging between $200K and $1M.
Eligibility: Any state agency or entity designated as eligible by the Governor of a coastal state. If uncertain
of agency eligibility, applicants can contact the Regional Fish and Wildlife Service WSFR office (listed in
Section IV of the funding announcement below).
Program information: http://www.fws.gov/coastal/CoastalGrants/index.html
FY13 Funding announcement:
http://www.fws.gov/coastal/CoastalGrants/docs/2013_NCWCGP_RFA_FINAL.pdf
(While this opportunity has already passed, the U.S. FWS typically offers between $18 million and $21
million through this annual program. Interested applicants should check this website for future grant
opportunities).
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG Program) FY12
This program is designed to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation
technologies and approaches, while leveraging federal investment in environmental enhancement in
conjunction with agricultural production. The CIG program does not fund research projects, rather it is used
to apply or demonstrate previously proven conservation approaches that have a high likelihood of success.
The CIG program funds projects that target innovative, on-the-ground conservation, such as pilot projects
and field demonstrations. A proposed project must encompass the development, testing, evaluation, and
monitoring of: 1) conservation adoption approaches or incentive systems; 2) promising conservation
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technologies, practices, systems, procedures, or approaches; or 3) environmental soundness with goals of
environmental protection and natural resources enhancement. The NRCS anticipates supporting this
program in FY12 with $20 Million with individual grants not to exceed $1 Million (with a mandated 50%
funding match). Grants are typically awarded to projects between 1 and 3 years in duration.
Eligibility: State, local, or Tribal governments; non-governmental organizations; or individuals
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/cig
(While this application deadline has already passed, it is an example of a program that has offered climaterelated funding opportunities in the past. The CIG program has awarded funding every year since 2004.
Interested applicants should check back with this website for future opportunities).
The Wildlife Conservation Society’s Climate Adaptation Fund
In FY2012, the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) provided 1-2 year grants ranging from $50K to $250K.
The grants required a 1:1 match with a maximum of 50% of match funding from in-kind sources. WCS
funded on-the-ground projects that focused on implementing conservation actions for climate adaptation
at a landscape scale. WCS has not yet received funding for FY2013; however, WCS has provided funding in
the past and interested applicants should check with the website for future updates. The link below offers
information regarding the FY2012 funding opportunity, along with a link to the FY2012 RFP.
Eligibility: U.S.-based (all 50 states and 6 territories) non-profit organizations with approved IRS 501(c)(3)
status. Public agencies, tribal governments, and universities may partner with eligible non-profits to submit
proposals
http://www.wcsnorthamerica.org/ClimateAdaptationFund/tabid/4813/Default.aspx
Honor the Earth
Building Resilience in Indigenous Communities Initiative
Honor the Earth is a Native-led organization that works toward breaking the geographic and political
isolation of tribal communities, as well as increasing financial resources for organization and change in the
environmental sector. In conjunction with the Tides Foundation, Honor the Earth will award between $1K
and $5K to Tribal non-profit organizations. The proposed project must address two goals: 1) supporting and
forwarding development of culturally-based, indigenous solutions to climate change based on re-localizing
food and energy economies, and 2) fostering restoration of traditional knowledge as a key adaptation and
mitigation strategy to ensure a safe and healthy future for the next seven generations. Projects will be
funded in two project areas: 1) Implementing renewable energy and energy efficiency/weatherization
improvements, and 2) creating food security utilizing indigenous varieties and organic production.
Eligibility: Tribal non-profit organizations (with 501(c)(3) status) in the United States and Canada
Check website for information regarding the application process.
http://www.honorearth.org/grantmaking/guidelines
Climate Solutions University (CSU)
CSU aids local rural communities, connected through a peer learning network, by offering training,
expertise, and support in climate adaptation planning. Through this training, expertise, and support, CSU
strengthens local leadership, public engagement, and ecosystem protection efforts in rural communities.
CSU is offering two distance-learning programs in 2013; the Climate Adaptation Plan Development Program
and the Climate Adaptation Plan Implementation Program. The development program results in a local
climate adaptation plan (focusing on forest and water resource resilience). The implementation plan
supports participants in moving the plan into action. Each program has 8 positions available. Each
participating community receives $100K in training, mentoring, and access to tools/resources; however,
communities must commit $5K of cost-share in the form of staff time and related resources.
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Eligibility: Region non-profit organizations (501 (c)(3) status); local, county, or municipal governments;
state or federal organizations (encouraged to participate with local agencies). Individuals may not apply
There is no strict application deadline as applications are accepted on a continual basis until the 16 total
positions are filled. Positions are expected to be filled by September 2012.
http://www.mfpp.org/csu/apply_to_csu2013/
The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
The foundation’s Environmental Program strives to meet four main strategies through grant awards. These
strategies include: 1) enabling strategic wildlife habitat conservation in an era of climate change; 2)
reducing impacts on the landscape from increased energy development and energy demand; 3)
encouraging land stewardship and sustainability in the Tri-state area; and 4) helping to build a clean-energy
economy. Through this program, the foundation is anticipating funding awards in 2012 through a series of
invited proposals. This foundation offers support through the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Climate
Adaptation Fund (described above).
Funding is limited to the U.S. Also, the foundation does not support green building projects (construction
capital) or projects focusing on marine environments, toxics remediation, litigation, filmmaking, individual
research, or scholarships
More information: http://www.ddcf.org/Environment/Program-Information/Grantmaking-Process-Funding-Opportunities/
The Rockefeller Foundation
One of the foundation’s current initiatives is developing climate change resilience in the areas of Asian
urban environments, African agriculture, and US policy. As the foundation is a “proactive grantmaker,” it
does not accept proposals without staff invitation. The grant seeker must first submit a “funding inquiry
form.”
Eligibility: The foundation partners with governments, foundations, donors, NGOs, and private sector
groups
Funding inquiry form: http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/funding-requests/funding-request.aspx
General information: http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/what-we-do/current-work/developingclimate-change-resilience
The Rockefeller Family Foundation
This foundation focuses on public education of the risks of global warming, conservation of natural
resources, protection of health as affected by the environment, meaning implementation of environmental
laws, and public participation in national environmental policy debates. Grant applicants must submit a
letter of inquiry online. If accepted, the applicant will be invited to submit a full proposal for evaluation.
Grants are usually in the range of $25,000 – $30,000 and are normally made to the same organization for
no more than two consecutive years.
Eligibility: United States non-profit organizations engaged in activities of national significance
Program information: http://www.rffund.org/grants/environment
The Kresge Foundation
This foundation’s Environment program invests in projects within the U.S., as well as selects initiatives in
Canada. Projects must revolve around the following strategies: (1) building the field of climate change
adaptation, (2) fostering development of place-based adaptation strategies, and (3) informing and
promoting climate-wise policies and practices. The foundation primarily accepts grants by invitation;
however, preliminary applications can be submitted that includes background information about the
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proposal. If program staff determine that the project has potential for funding, the grant seeker will be
asked to provide additional information.
Eligibility: U.S. based 501(c)(3) organizations (and Canadian equivalents), government entities
http://www.kresge.org/programs/environment/adaptation-climate-change
Surdna Foundation
This foundation invests in projects that support their program areas of Sustainable Environments, Strong
Local Economies, Thriving Cultures, Community Revitalization, and Effective Citizenry. An example of a
previous grant award is $200K to the American Planning Association in FY2008 to aid U.S. planners with
initiatives to integrate energy sustainability and climate change into contemporary planning practices.
Another example is $200K to the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana in FY2010 to increase/strengthen
local and national collaboration for the benefit of Louisiana coastal protection. Organizations are eligible for
a max of three consecutive years of funding.
Eligibility: U.S. based non-profit organizations
There are no application deadlines. Grants are assessed three times a year (February, May, and
September), and must be submitted three to four months prior to staff review.
http://www.surdna.org/grants/grants-overview.html
FAQ web page: http://www.surdna.org/grants/eligibility-a-faqs.html
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
This foundation offers grant assistance in 6 major program areas. Two such areas are the “Public
Understanding of Science,” and the “Basic Research” areas. Through these programs, the foundation offers
grants for high-quality, original STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) research that benefits
the scientific community, as well as increases the public understanding of relevant and complex scientific
issues. The Public Understanding of Science program promotes using books, television, radio, film, theatre,
and other media in order to engage the public in science and technology. A grant applicant must first
submit a letter of inquiry that outlines the idea of the grant, since the foundation does not accept
unsolicited grant proposals. If accepted, the applicant will receive notice to submit a full proposal for
evaluation.
Eligibility: The foundation does not make grants to individuals, for-profit institutions, endowments,
fundraising drives, political campaigns, or lobbying efforts for/against legislation. Institutions of higher
learning and government entities have received project funding in the past.
There are no application deadlines. The foundation makes grants year-round.
Grant process information: http://www.sloan.org/apply/page/2
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Regional Scale Opportunities
Department of the Interior – Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs)
LCCs are a network of partnerships working for the sustainability of America’s land, water, wildlife, and
cultural resources. Partnerships include federal, state, and local governments, tribes, universities, NGOs,
landowners, as well as other stakeholders. These cooperatives (21 in total, representing different
geographic areas of the country) build upon existing science and conservation efforts that preserve water
and land resources, as well as cultural partnerships. Periodically, LCCs offer grants that support their core
functions.
http://www.fws.gov/science/SHC/lcc.html
Department of the Interior – Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCCs)
National Science, Conservation Information, and Related Conservation Decision Support Tool
Development
Funding Opportunity Number: F12AS00218
Through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s LCCs, awards are available for projects addressing the following
priority areas: Synthesis Products to Advance National LCC Network Coordination and Function; Addressing
Existing Needs Identified by National or Large-scale Conservation Efforts; Development of Performance
Measures for Landscape Conservation and the LCCs; Enhancing Landscape Planning and Ensuring
Compatible Landscape Planning across the National LCC Network; and LCC Network-wide Data Integration
and Dissemination. Projects will provide critical science, information, or tools that will have nation-wide
utility and will increase the capacity of LCCs to conduct landscape conservation. Project awards will range
between $25,000 and $250,000. Projects can be developed with a maximum of a 3-year plan, but
substantial deliverables in a single year are encouraged.
Eligibility: All potential applicants are eligible
Application deadline is July 15, 2012 at 5pm EDT
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=GTt6P92CJ92pmhpqrtgbzrv2yzLvyCpzNlKLBLTkfFvFb
4xxnLMS!760517813?oppId=177354&mode=VIEW
Department of Commerce: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Marine Fisheries Initiative (MARFIN)
Funding Opportunity Number: NOAA-NMFS-SE-2013-2003417
The National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Region, is seeking proposals under the MARFIN program
for research and development projects in the Gulf and Mexico, as well as off the coast of North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. These projects address specific goals in the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) Strategic Plan, specifically goals relating to: 1) rebuilding over-fished marine fisheries; 2)
maintaining currently productive fisheries; and 3) integrating conservation of endangered species into
management practices. The priority areas listed for this Federal Funding Opportunity are as follows: 1)
Bycatch, 2) Management of reef fish, 3) Red Snapper research, 4) Economic and sociocultural studies, 5)
Integrated Ecosystem Assessment. Detailed information on each of the priority areas is available in the full
announcement, through the grants.gov link below. Analyzing the influence of climate change and sea-level
rise is specifically called out through priority area 5. Approximately $2.0 million will be available in FY13
with awards ranging between $25K and $175K per year. Awarded proposals are not to exceed $525K or 3
years.
Eligibility: Institutions of higher learning; non-profit organizations; commercial organizations; individuals;
state, local, and tribal governments. Federal agencies are not eligible.
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Application deadline is August 09, 2012 at 5pm Eastern Time
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=mTq4P96Pl7ZLyp7fDsGwr6lf2SFLJMSgCW5n1C51Y4
FtYs0KyYNn!760517813?oppId=179573&mode=VIEW
Lake Erie Protection Fund
The Lake Erie Protection Fund provides small grants, up to $15K, for projects which will provide a direct
benefit to Lake Erie or its tributary watersheds in Ohio. This grant program requires at least a 25% match in
funds. Projects must assist with the implementation of the Lake Erie Protection and Restoration Plan
(2008), leading to better management decisions for environmental and economic development.
Eligibility: Nonprofit organizations (501(c)3); federal, states, and local governments; colleges and
universities; local community groups
Applications are due by August 2012 for consideration at the September commission meeting.
http://www.lakeerie.ohio.gov/LakeErieProtectionFund.aspx
Freshwater Future
Climate Grant Program
The grant program through Healing Our Waters (HOW) offers financial support to engage communities in
preparing for and responding to the impacts of climate change. The Climate Grant Program provides
awards ranging between $500 and $5,000. These awards are meant to encourage local communities to
actively incorporate climate change into local decision-making. Projects must identify how they make
communities more resilient to climate change impacts, as well as how the information will be
communicated to local residents and incorporated into local decision-making. Applicants must also attend a
webinar and Climate Symposium in order to receive funds. Information about the Climate Grant Program,
as well as the webinar and symposium is available through the link below.
Eligibility: Any grassroots initiative (an organization with limited funds, which relies on volunteers for the
majority of their work) working to protect Great Lakes waters. Applicants without a 501(c)(3) status must
have a sponsoring organization with 501(c)(3) status or a sponsoring, registered charity. Governmental
entities are NOT eligible.
The Fall 2012 application deadline has not yet been determined. Interested applicants should check back
with the website for further details.
http://www.freshwaterfuture.org/grant-programs/climate-grant-program.html
The Great Lakes Fishery Trust
The Great Lakes Fishery Trust offers grants in broad investment areas relating to Great Lakes fishery health
and access. These investment areas include 1) Access to the Great Lakes Fishery; 2) Ecosystem Health and
Sustainable Fish Populations; 3) Great Lakes Stewardship; and 4) Special Projects.
Eligibility: Organizations with a 501(c)(3) status, as well as educational and governmental (including tribal)
organizations.
Important Dates: Fishery Access proposals are due on August 23, 2012 (RFP will be posted on or before
June 8th); Great Lakes Stewardship proposals are due by January 4, 2013 (RFP will be available in November
2012); Ecosystem Health and Sustainable Fish Populations ecology and biology research proposals are due
January 22, 2013 (RFP will be available in November 2012); and Ecosystem Health and Sustainable Fish
Populations Habitat protection and restoration proposals are due March 6, 2013 (application will be
available in January 2013)
http://www.glft.org/site/grant.shtml
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Gulf of Mexico Foundation – Community-based Restoration Partnership
This foundation offers a grants competition through its Community-based Restoration Partnership. This
partnership, established in 2001 between the Gulf of Mexico Foundation, NOAA, and the EPA, has led to 76
restoration projects in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Basin. In 2011, the foundation awarded
approximately $500K to projects in the Gulf States and U.S. Caribbean Territories. Projects typically fell in
the range of $50K - $100K. All participants are required to provide a 1:1 cash or in-kind match of the grant
amount. Matching funds cannot be federal dollars. The Foundation is expecting the 2012 funding
announcement to be released in the next few weeks. Interested applicants should check this website for
future grant opportunities
http://www.gulfmex.org/conservation-restoration/gulf-conservation-restoration-and-preservation/
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
This foundation offers grant opportunities to advance work in land conservation and artistic vitality in the
13-county Chicago Region and the 9-county Lowcountry of South Carolina. Eligible counties are shown on
the maps regional maps link below. Their land conservation efforts focus on 1) preserving, restoring, and
protecting strategic lands that contribute to regional ecosystem health; 2) building and supporting
constituencies that value land stewardship by sustaining appropriate land uses (e.g. limiting sprawl,
fostering regional land use planning); and 3) engaging young people with the natural world. If applicants
believe that their project fits the foundation’s interests, they must submit an application (rather than a
formal proposal or letter of inquiry). If unsure, contact the organization’s Grant Manager
Eligibility: The foundation does not typically make grants to public entities (therefore, unsolicited proposals
are not accepted). Public entities should contact the foundation to discuss a project. Also, non-profit
“operating foundation” groups (Type III organization under 509(a)3) are not eligible.
Application deadline is 12am Eastern Time on August 3, 2012 (for review in November 2012).
Regional maps: http://gddf.org/about/
Grant information: http://gddf.org/grants/funding-guidelines
The Joyce Foundation
This foundation supports funding opportunities in Great Lakes protection and restoration. The foundation
supports opportunities in the following areas: on-the-ground restoration work that can be monitored,
documented, and replicated; efforts to drive policy change by connecting policy advocates with decision
makers and nontraditional stakeholders; Efforts to advocate for collectively developed policies at the
federal, state, and local levels. Submitted proposals must address one of four areas. 1) Reduce polluted,
non-point source runoff from both agriculture and built areas. 2) Protect and restore critical habitats such
as wetlands through improved hydrology and other means. 3) Improve coastal health through increased
use of green infrastructure and financing conventional infrastructure. 4) Implement the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact. The foundation will also consider proposals relating to
implementation of local, state, and regional climate and energy plans.
Eligibility: Non-profit organizations
Application process: http://www.joycefdn.org/content.cfm/application-process
Program information: http://www.joycefdn.org/content.cfm/guidelines-3
The Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family Foundation
This foundation supports funding opportunities in the Detroit, MI area (Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb
counties) that work to improve water quality in the watersheds affecting Metro Detroit and Bayfield
Ontario. The foundation supports efforts to restore ecological integrity in these watersheds, by
emphasizing local implementation of regional Great Lakes strategies for reducing non-point source
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pollution and promoting water conservation and efficiency. The foundation considers multi-year projects
where appropriate, but will not provide support for loans, grants to support religious activities, capital
projects, research (unless solicited by the Foundation), fundraising events, or conferences.
Eligibility: a non-discriminatory 501(c)(3) organization with revenues exceeding $100K in the previous year.
The foundation does NOT provide support to individuals or units of government
Application process: http://www.erbff.org/application-process
Bullitt Foundation
The mission of the Bullitt Foundation is to protect the natural environment through promotion of
responsible human activities and sustainable development in the Pacific Northeast. The foundations
program areas include Ecosystem Services; Energy, Industry, and Technology; Urban Ecology; and
Leadership and Civic Engagement. The foundation currently focuses grant making on the following
strategies: 1) Fostering environmental coalitions and furthering collaboration 2) Encouraging strong
partnerships between grantees and local groups in the private, public, and tribal sectors to achieve broad
consensus on issues of public interest 3) Supporting state and regional offices of national environmental
organizations whose resources can lend valuable expertise to make sure that local efforts are coordinated
with regional and national efforts 4) Supporting credible research, monitoring, and analysis to ensure
advocacy campaigns are grounded in the best available science 5) Developing and promoting appropriate
messages for public education. Previously funding projects include creation of a climate action plan for
Montana (2006-2008). Grant applicants must submit a letter of inquiry online. If accepted, the applicant
will be invited to submit a full proposal for evaluation.
Eligibility: Non-profit organizations in the Pacific Northwest (Washington, Oregon, Idaho, British Colombia,
western Montana, and Coastal Alaska from the Cook Inlet to the Canadian border)
Grant making process: http://bullitt.org/grantmaking

Prepared for NOAA by: Brent Schleck – brent.schleck@noaa.gov
Last updated July 12, 2012
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